[Diagnostic value of the routine thoracic image].
A considerable part of the amount of diagnostic medical radiation exposure to the population in the industrial nations is due to chest x-rays. We correlated diagnostic gain and medical indication for the screening procedure in 1000 patients referred. In fact, in only 270 patients a specific indication was given, and in only 136 cases were there pathologic findings. Our results suggest a more restrictive policy in indicating the procedure. We give proposals for optimization.